
Mark's last day in school was typical of the way that he approached every day of his 32 years as a member of staff at  

Dinnington Comprehensive School. He started the day by leading from the front presen!ng the Autumn Term reward  

assembly for Osborne House. The  assembly was slick, professionally executed and conducted in a manner that  

portrayed his belief that such events should be a celebra!on of the achievement of all students, that students should be rewarded for 

achieving their goals no ma(er what their star!ng point might be and above all they should be enjoyable.  

 

Mark started as a teacher of PE in January 1979 and at the end of his first year and having successfully  

completed his proba!onary year his report stated that he possessed "A quiet and though3ul personality" and that "he has made good 

rela!onships with his classes and was generous with giving his !me".  A(ributes that remained with him throughout his career.  

 

Mark believed in the young people of Dinnington Comprehensive School and saw no reason why they shouldn't fulfil their poten!al and 

go on to be extremely successful. It was to this end that he devoted his working life. When I joined the school in 2007 I was immediately 

impressed by his enthusiasm, dedica!on, and overwhelming sense of  duty.  

 

No task was too great, no request too big. If it meant that the students would be helped  then Mark was up for the challenge and  

prepared to do whatever it would take. He constantly but sensi!vely challenged underperformance and always encouraged young people 

to learn from their mistakes and go on to be successful, whether that be in the classroom or out on the playing fields.  

 

A8er the rewards assembly we discussed how successful the autumn term had been for the school and he repeated to me something he 

had o8en said to me before "I feel really posi!ve Paul about the future and I can see us going from strength to strength".  

 

Mark  was proud of Dinnington and Dinnington is proud of Mark.  
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If you would like to read the Service of Thanksgiving booklet from St Leonards Church  then please click HERE to view this 

http://www.dcsch.co.uk/MiscPDF/ML.pdf

